Ovarian and omental ependymomas in peritoneal washings: cytologic and immunocytochemical features.
The cytologic findings in peritoneal washings of two women, one of whom had an ovarian ependymoma and the other a primary omental ependymoma, are reported. The ependymomas were characterized by the presence of numerous, isolated, spindle and stellate cells as well as groups of cells forming true rosettes. The tumor cells displayed slightly pleomorphic, round-to-oval eccentric nuclei and abundant fibrillary cytoplasm with tapering cytoplasmic processes. In addition, one of the patients had numerous papillae and cell clusters with associated psammoma bodies indistinguishable from those found in low-grade serous carcinoma. The demonstration of glial fibrillary acidic protein (GFAP) in both cases by immunocytochemical procedures indicates the usefulness of this method in cytologic preparations to confirm the diagnosis of these uncommon neoplasms.